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As we review for midyear tests, my students are working in groups to analyze eight
characters from any story from this years' readings. I've given them three dimensions to use
when looking at each character. Each dimension is based on concepts created by three
different researchers: Howard Gardner, Lawrence Kohlberg, and Sandra Kaplan.

All three of these concepts explore people beyond the surface level, analyzing their
motivations, positive habits, and personality strengths.

1. Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences

In a class of intelligent people, it's important to remind them that there’s more to
“intelligence” than doing well in class. Howard Gardner offers a model for exploring this
idea, known as the multiple intelligences:
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e Interpersonal
e Intrapersonal
e Musical
e Bodily-Kinesthetic
e Visual-Spatial
e Linguistic
e Naturalistic
e Logical-Mathematical

Students looked at their eight characters and discussed which type of intelligence went with
which character. They wrote a quick paragraph backing up their idea. Each group used a
page from The Gifted Kids Survival Guide that defines these intelligences in student-friendly
terms.

For further reading, here’s a wikipedia page, as well as links to Gardner’s own book on
multiple intelligences.

2. Sandra Kaplan's Habits of A Scholar

It's hard to find resources on the internet about Kaplan’s Scholarly Traits, but they are a set
of habits that describe successful students. The traits include:

e Saving ideas

e Thinking from multiple perspectives
e Being humble

e Using a variety of resources

e Being curious

e Striving for excellence

e Setting goals

e Taking intellectual risks

Once again, my class examined their eight characters, this time looking for which scholarly

habits each person demonstrated. They wrote up a paragraph for each character. For some
more information on the traits, visit: MrsAcosta.com and Fontanta Unified.

3. Lawrence Kohlberg's Levels Of Morality
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Finally, students looked at their eight characters based on morality using Kohlber's six levels
of morality (which | previously wrote about here). Here are the levels again (but definitely
read more about them, since there's some real depth to this idea):

. want to avoid punishment.
. | want to be rewarded.
. | want others to like me.

1
2
3
4, | understand that following the rules makes society organized.
5. I will follow the rules, but also will work to improve them.

6

. I will follow my own code of ethics, even if it means going against unjust rules.

Students determined what level each of their characters were operating at and wrote about
it in a paragraph.

The Product

For the final product, the groups built an octahedron out of construction paper. One
character goes on each side of the shape along with the three paragraphs. The finished
octahedrons can hang from the ceiling, creating a fun open house project. Credit for this
final step goes to my colleague (and classroom neighbor) Susan Chan, who introduced me
to the three-dimensional display.

Building this model has two purposes:

1. It is a way to integrate an art project into my class. This will give my visual-spatial
students a chance to shine.

2. It also frees me up for other business | must take care of, such as reviewing relevant
skills with students who need some practice.

The Practical Side

While students are working on this, I'm busy pulling out small groups based on previous
data to review for upcoming assessments. As a teacher of gifted students, there’'s a
constant tension between feeding their hunger for big, abstract ideas, while simultaneously
making sure they can write a compound sentence correctly!

Photo by Phille Casablanca

http://www.byrdseed.com/3d-analysis-gardener-kaplan-and-kohlberg/ 3/6


http://www.byrdseed.com/morality-and-social-responsibility/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kohlberg's_stages_of_moral_development
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Octahedron
http://www.flickr.com/photos/philliecasablanca/3354744458/

2/7/2017 3D Character Analysis: Gardner, Kaplan, and Kohlberg

Tags: characters, creativity, literature, morality, Social Emotional

< Review: Challenging Units for Gifted Learners
Video: Make A Movie Trailer To Analyze Tone —

More about Character Analysis

What Influences A Character’s Traits?
Characters' Virtues and Vices

More On Graphing Characters

Halloween: Characters Dressed As Characters
Analyze Characters With Personality Types

There are even more articles about Character Analysis —

More about Morality

Three Views On Courage
» 3D Character Analysis: Gardner, Kaplan, and Kohlberg
Morality and Social Responsibility

Please contact me with questions or comments at:

ian@byrdseed.com
@ByrdseedGifted
Or on Facebook

Advanced Vocabulary

ADVANCED VOCABULARY GUIDE

125 PAGES OF

VOCAB RESOURCES

http://www.byrdseed.com/3d-analysis-gardener-kaplan-and-kohlberg/ 4/6


http://www.byrdseed.com/review-challenging-units-for-gifted-learners/
http://www.byrdseed.com/video-make-a-movie-trailer-to-analyze-tone/
http://www.byrdseed.com/tag/characters/
http://www.byrdseed.com/tag/creativity/
http://www.byrdseed.com/tag/literature/
http://www.byrdseed.com/tag/morality/
http://www.byrdseed.com/tag/social-emotional/
http://byrdseed.com/category/character-analysis
http://www.byrdseed.com/what-influences-a-characters-traits/?icn=srs
http://www.byrdseed.com/virtues-and-vices/?icn=srs
http://www.byrdseed.com/more-on-graphing-characters/?icn=srs
http://www.byrdseed.com/halloween-characters-dressed-as-characters/?icn=srs
http://www.byrdseed.com/analyze-characters-with-personality-types/?icn=srs
http://byrdseed.com/category/character-analysis
http://byrdseed.com/category/morality
http://www.byrdseed.com/three-views-on-courage/?icn=srs
http://www.byrdseed.com/morality-and-social-responsibility/?icn=srs
mailto:ian@byrdseed.com
http://twitter.com/byrdseedgifted
https://www.facebook.com/Byrdseed
http://shop.byrdseed.com/products/advanced-vocabulary-guide

2/7/2017 3D Character Analysis: Gardner, Kaplan, and Kohlberg

http://www.byrdseed.com/3d-analysis-gardener-kaplan-and-kohlberg/

A printable PDF bursting with 125 pages of
advanced vocab resources! Includes lists,
task cards, and suggested activities.

Free Gifted Ed Guide

Sign up for the monthly newsletter, and
get a free guide: " 70 Ways To Make Your
Class Cozy For Gifted Students."

Your Email

The Latest

The Gifted Guild
Practical Tips For Pre-Assessments

Highlighting the Messy Process Behind
Beautiful Products

Our Brains and Understanding Fear

Delightful Math Data

Holiday Articles

Academic Love Letters
An Academic Twist on Valentines

Multiple Perspectives: Lunar Calendars

What's Hot

Brain Friendly Puzzlements

Encourage Interests, Don't Expect Passions
5/6


http://shop.byrdseed.com/products/advanced-vocabulary-guide
http://www.byrdseed.com/the-gifted-guild/
http://www.byrdseed.com/practical-tips-for-preassessments/
http://www.byrdseed.com/process-products/
http://www.byrdseed.com/fear-and-nervousness/
http://www.byrdseed.com/delightful-math-data/
http://www.byrdseed.com/academic-love-letters/?icn=hol
http://www.byrdseed.com/an-academic-twist-on-valentines/?icn=hol
http://www.byrdseed.com/multiple-perspectives-calendars/?icn=hol
http://www.byrdseed.com/brain-friendly-puzzlements/?icn=pop
http://www.byrdseed.com/encourage-interests-dont-expect-passions/?icn=pop

2/7/2017 3D Character Analysis: Gardner, Kaplan, and Kohlberg
Delightful Math Data
Semi-Personalized Reading

Some of my favorite folks to follow

Twitter » Facebook » Google+ « Privacy Policy * Disclosure
Everything written here is licensed as CC-BY-SA unless otherwise noted. What does this mean?

Copyright © 2009 - 2017 Byrdseed, LLC

http://www.byrdseed.com/3d-analysis-gardener-kaplan-and-kohlberg/ 6/6


http://www.byrdseed.com/delightful-math-data/?icn=pop
http://www.byrdseed.com/semi-personalized-reading/?icn=pop
http://www.byrdseed.com/some-of-my-favorite-folks-to-follow/?icn=pop
http://twitter.com/byrdseedgifted
https://www.facebook.com/Byrdseed
https://plus.google.com/113095891481270687749/
http://www.byrdseed.com/privacy-policy
http://www.byrdseed.com/disclosure
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://www.byrdseed.com/sharing-byrdseed/

